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CONSTITUTION ALTERATION (SPECIAL TRIBUNAL) CANON 2001

ASSENTING ORDINANCE NOCCOF 2003

AN ORDINANCE

To assent the "Constitution Alteration (Special Tribunal) Canon 2001" being a general Synod Canon to
amend the Constitution with respect to the Special Tribunal.

PREAMBLE

WHEREAS it is desirable that the Constitution Alteration (Special Tribunal) Canon 2001 of the General

Synod of the Anglican Church of Australia should be assented by the Diocese of Grafton.

THEREFORE the Bishop, Clergy and Laity of the Diocese of Grafton in Synod assembled decree and enact

as follows:
SHORT TITLE
1. This Ordinance may be cited as the “Constitution Alteration (Special Tribunal) Canon 2001,
Assenting Ordinance 2003".
ASSENT
2. The Constitution Alteration (Special Tribunal) Canon 2001 as set out in the Schedule hereto is
hereby assented.
SCHEDULE

Canon No. 14, 2001
A Canon to amend the Constitution with respect to the Special Tribunal
The General Synod prescribes as follows:
1. This canon may be cited as the “Constitution Alteration (Special Tribunal) Canon 2001”.
2. Section 56 of the Constitution is amended as follows:-
(a) by substituting the following for subsections (1) and (2):
(1) Subject to this section, the Special Tribunal shall consist of three persons being:

(a) a person qualified to be a lay member of the Appellate Tribunal who shall be
the President of the Special Tribunal;

(b) a diocesan bishop; and
©) a priest of at least seven years’ standing.
(2) No person by or against whom proceedings in the Tribunal are brought shall be a

member of the Special Tribunal.

©)] Members of the Special Tribunal shall be elected by or shall be appointed from a
panel of persons elected by General Synod as prescribed by canon.

4) The period of office of members of the Tribunal shall be as prescribed by canon.
%) Until the Synod shall by canon otherwise prescribe:
@) the members of the Special Tribunal shall be appointed by the Primate on

the nomination of the Standing Committee to hold office for up to five years;
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) in the absence of a member from Australia or in the event of the inability of
a member to act, the Primate may appoint a person eligible to be appointed
as that member to act in place of that member during the absence or
inability. Such acting member shall continue to act in respect of any charge
whose hearing commences whilst he or she is Acting President or

member.”;
6) The Special Tribunal shall have jurisdiction to hear and
determine charges against:
(a) any member of the House of Bishops; and
b any bishop assistant to the Primate in his capacity as Primate

of breaches of faith, ritual, ceremonial or discipline and of such
offences as may be specified by canon.”

b) by deleting subsection (3);

(c) by renumbering subsection (4) as subsection (7) and by adding
at the end:

“, subject to any limitation as may be prescribed by canon.”.
St Section 60 of the Constitution is amended as follows:

(a) by deleting from the first paragraph of subsection (1) alt the words after “following” and by
inserting in lieu thereof a colon and the following:

“(a) deposition from orders;

(b) prohibition from functioning; -
(c) removal from office;
(¢)] rebuke.”
(b) by inserting in the last paragraph of subsection (1) immediately after the word “appeal"

second occurring the words "or is disqualified from acting or considers that he should
disqualify himself from acting”.

4, Section 61 of the Constitution is amended by adding after the word “charge” where secondly
occurring, the words "or for some lesser time”.

5. A new section 61A is inserted in the Constitution as follows:

“61A Where a charge has been promoted against the bishop of a diocese, the President of the
Special Tribunal with the concurrence of the Diocesan Council, meeting when the bishop is not
present, may, after considering any submission from the bishop, suspend the bishop from the duties
of office untif the determination of such charge or for some lesser time. If such suspension is made
and is from a paid office, or if the person voluntarily stands aside from performing the duties of office,
the person shall be deemed to be on paid leave and to be absent from the State or Territory in which
the duties of office would otherwise be performed.” :

8. Section 56 of the Constitution is further amended by inserting the following additional subsection:
“(8) The provisions of this section and of sections 60 and 61 as in force before the date of the

coming into effect of the Constitution Alteration (Special Tribunal) Canon 2001 shall continue to
apply to any proceedings commenced in the Special Tribunal before that date.”
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We certify that this bill was passed by the General Synod of The Anglican Church of Australia this twenty-
seventh day of July 2001.

ANN SKAMP
B.J. GREAVES
Secretaries of Synod

I hereby certify that the Ordinance as printed is in accordance with the Ordinance as passed.

N Regisirér

| assent to this Ordinance.




